
North Carolina Collaborative for Children, Youth, and Families 
AUGUST 28, 2009     9:00 am to 11:00 am 

LOCATION:  Mental Health Association, Inc., 1331 Sunday Dr.  Raleigh, NC 27607 
http://www.nccollaborative.org 

Name/Affiliation  Name/Affiliation  Name/Affiliation  

May Alexander, Durham LME, SOC  Johna Hughes, UNC-CH/SW X Susan E. Robinson, DMHHDSAS  

Gary Ander, Alamance DSS  Kathryn Hunsucker, SOC Coord, 
Onslow-Carteret LME 

 Joel Rosch, Duke Univ CCFP  

Sheila Bazemore, NC DPI Off Sch Readi  Lynn Inman, SOC Coord.ACR LME  Jennifer Rothman, NAMI-NC X 

Andrew Behnke, NCSU, Coop.Ext.  Sonia Johnson, Bladen Co. Fam Prtnr X Lisa Salo, SOC Coord, Guilford Center X 

Cyndie Bennett, DCD, DHHS  Libby Jones, Parent, Co-Chair X Paul Savery, DMH/DD/SAS   

Michael Bishop MHA  Linda Jones Alamance DSS  Joe Simmons, NC DPI EC  

Candice Britt, DSS  Catherine Joyner, DPH-CMPCT  Alexandra Sirota, Action for Children  

Janine Britt,  SE Regional LME  Narell Joyner, Meck Cares SOC State 
Liaison 

 Laura Smith, Pembroke Univ  

June Britt, Office of Educ. Services, DHHS  Jinx Kenan, DCD  Liz Snyder, DSS SOC, Duke Univ  

Jamal Carr, DJJDP  Elizabeth Kurzer, Dept. of Commerce  Pat Solomon, NC Families United & 
Sandhills LME,Co Chair 

 

Nancy Carter, SAYSO, ILR, Inc. X Keith Letchworth, ECU X Alicia Spain, Beacon Center(LME) 
 

 

Johanna Chase, NCDPI School Health Ed X Andrea Lewis, DCD X Flo Stein, DMHDDSAS  

Simone Chessa, DMA  Martha Lowrance, DOA,YA&I X Kurt Stephenson, AOC  

Brendon Comer, Gateway College  Jennifer Mahan, MHANC  Alexia Stith, AOC  

Jackie Copeland, Crossroads LME  Gerri Mattson, DPH  Chary Sundstrom, NC School Psych. Assn.  

Gail Cormier, NC Families United  Trishana McKendall, DOA,YA&I  Linda Swann, Sandhills NAMI/NC  
Kiesha Crawford, AOC X Erin McLaughlin, MHA, Inc  Alma Taylor, DVR  

Karen DeBord, NCSU, Coop.Ext  Angela Mendell, Bladen County SOC X Christine Trottier, Carolina Legal Assistance  

Al Deitch, DOA-YA&I  Rhoda Miller, DMHDDSAS  Jeffery Watson, DOA, YA&I  

Lana Dial, AOC/CIP  Tara Minter, DOA  Elizabeth Weigensberg, UNC-CH  

Regina Dickens, ICARE  Ronald Moore, DSS  Rebecca Wells, UNC-CH/SPH, Co-Chair X 

Kathy Dobbs, CFSA-NC  Stephanie Nantz, DOA/YA&I  Jerry Wilkinson, DPH early intervention  

Angel Dowden, NC DPI Special Projects  Mary Neil Morris  SE Regional LME  Monique Winslow, DPH  

Dean Duncan, UNC-CH  Sch SW  Kelly Nguyen, Powerful Youth  Connie Windham, Alamance Alliance   

Maria Fernandez, DMHDDSAS  Mark O’Donnell, DMHDDSAS X Berkeley Yorkery, Action for Children  

Alex Fonville, Five County COG SOC 
Coordinator 

 Martin Pharr, DJJDP (Judy Stevens)  Rick Zechman, DSS  

Kirstin Frescoln AOC  Deborah Pricket, NC DPI Character Ed X GUESTS:  

Terri Grant, CSFT LME Coord,Durham Ctr  Tiffany Price, UNC SW  Tony Troop X 

Kelly Graves, CYFCP UNC-G   Tiffany Purdy, Beacon Center (LME)  Mary Lloyd X 

Billie Guthrie, Community Backyard X Rebecca Reeve, NC Healthy Schools  Kim Roe X 

Joe Haenn, NC DPI Off of School Readine  Jack Register, NASW-NC  Karen Rider X 

Jann Harris, DHHS  Heather Reynolds, NC DPI PBS X Sharon Ingram X 

Melissa Hill, NASW-NC  Frank Rider, FFCMH X Manyana Rivera / Claudia  X 

Submit member list edits to 
Johanna Chase at: 

jchase@dpi.state.nc.us List updated 9-9-09 

 

http://www.nccollaborative.org/
mailto:jchase@dpi.state.nc.us
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FOR APPROVAL: 
AUGUST 28, 2009 
 
 
1.  Welcome & Introductions 

Mark O’Donnell recognized as new DHHS member who will be attending in 
Kelly Crowley’s place as she has relocated with her family out of state  

 
 
2.  Approval of Attendance/Minutes from                
7-24- 2009 Meeting              

Approved  

 
3a.  Discussion Topics/ Presentations 
Employing Family Partners 
Defining Family Partners 
Credentialing Family Partners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gail Cormier, Ex Dir. NC Families United  
Streamlining language ie 
     A family partner: family member or primary care taker who has/had 
children in service system ie DSS, public school-services, etc. and is now in the 
area of peer support. Nationally terms are either parent partners of family 
partners 
    Family partners encourage engagement, which may result in decreasing 
duration of services and increasing partner empowerment and independence. 
   Family partners often meet regularly with parents, including evenings and 
weekends, at places that work for the parents, such as playgrounds, Wal-Marts, 
and beauty parlors.   
   HB 1308 mandates a study group to identify how to credential family 
(partners) educators…those who are educating family partners.   Gail is Co-
Chair of study group.  
   Parent Partners Assessment Workgroup is in 11 states across the US to 
establish national standardization for defining family partners.  
 
Parent educators is another movement to provide training for parent educators 
which is distinctive from family/parent partners.  
Parent Education Network (PEN) is also contained with HB 1308. 
 
Mary Lloyd shared personal experience as an advocate and supporter for her 
child; through this recognized the need to establish a way families can receive 
support in navigating through agencies and receive needed support and 
services.  In 3 years she has served 50 or more families served in Caldwell, 
McDowell, and Alexander Counties. 
 
ECAC (Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center) —provides partners and 
advocates for children in schools. 
 
How is parent involvement connected with PBS? 
 
Bladen Co., 75% of Angela Mandell’s work is in the school system.  Also 
shared experience with schools in that schools can be territorial and hesitant to 
invite family partners.  
 
DSS also can be hesitant to receive family partners. 
 
Court counselors/juvenile justice/ can also be hesitant to receive family 
partners. 
 
People may not know when to utilize family partners.  
 
How is evidence being used to advocate for funding? 
 
Medicaid waivers for family partners and peer support become stalled. But 
peer support waivers will continue to be revisited to help set the stage.  
Demonstrate via data and evidence that it is ultimately cost saving to engage 
partners.  
 
Could the study committee identify across the board indicators from other 
states to make recommendations for NC?  
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3b. Business Update 
Web site 
Other Business 
 
 
3c. Agenda Items for Future Meetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3d. Collaborative Partner Updates 
 

 
Data-driven tools include on the Office of State Budget website…fiscal 
research divisions guidance to legislators 10 questions when determining 
projects should funded.  Tony Troop urged Collaborative members to learn 
what legislators have been told to look  for in program evaluation: 
General Assembly web site  
Fiscal Research Division 
Fiscal briefs 
“Getting More From Pilot Programs” 
http://www.ncleg.net/fiscalresearch/frd_reports/frd_reports_pdfs/Fiscal_B
riefs/Getting_More_From_Pilot_Programs_Fiscal_Brief_FINALweb.pdf 
 
Alamance parent program:  
Modify approach and educate agencies about the benefit in working with 
families to support families. 
 
Look at ways communities in schools funding to hire community outreach 
specialists and collect data 
 
How can communities in schools and credentialing diminish liability issues in 
schools  
 
Consider working with school social workers, counselors, etc. to educate the 
administrator. 
 
 
Consider working with agencies and communities to change cultures in support 
of CFTeams, Family Partners, and Student-centered educators that speak the 
SOC language.  
 
Community colleges are also asking for internship hours.   
 
 
 
Website: 3 domain names, 1 being used 2 reserved, $35.00 per name per year, 
discussion whether or not to keep them. Decision was to release the 2 reserved.  
 
 
 
3c. September 11  
UNC School of Social Work, Dean Duncan data available on the web 
Strong Fathers, a DSS initiative to help inform policy and programs, foster 
care, therapeutic foster homes/runaways/adult programs, etc.  
 
September 25 – focus on younger children 
Infant Toddler Foundations 
Center for Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning and its 
connections to Positive Behavioral Support 
Alamance Alliance for Children and Families update 
Community of Practice Transition ages 14-26 
 
October 9 – internal focus this day 
Review Collaborative strategy all those interested in providing insight welcome 
to contribute to the discussion related to the NC Collaborative’s strategic plan 
 
October 23 
Behavioral health care initiatives with juvenile justice 
 
 
 
3d. Pitt Co Community Collaborative week of Aug 21, LME rep remarked: 
first time rep reported that due to diminished funding,services may not be 

http://www.ncleg.net/fiscalresearch/frd_reports/frd_reports_pdfs/Fiscal_Briefs/Getting_More_From_Pilot_Programs_Fiscal_Brief_FINALweb.pdf
http://www.ncleg.net/fiscalresearch/frd_reports/frd_reports_pdfs/Fiscal_Briefs/Getting_More_From_Pilot_Programs_Fiscal_Brief_FINALweb.pdf
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available.  
 
Community Support Services, will end June 30, 2010. No new intakes & every 
person must have a discharge plan. A new version of Community Support 
Services may be subsequently forthcoming. 
 
SAYSO presentation feedback: presenters appreciated suggestions for action 
and have taken initiatives to continue to apply suggestions. 
 
Office of School Readiness to conduct study.  
 
Child Development, Dr. Deb Cassidy of UNC-G, whose specialty is early 
childhood, is new Director at Div of Child Development.   
 
 

4.  Work Group & Partner Updates 
Training and T/A, Paul S. 
School-based Behavioral Health, Keith L. 
Healthy Youth Transition Lana D. 
Evaluation, Andrea M. 
Cultural Competence, Lana Dial 
Assessment Martin L. 
Membership, Candice B. 
Trauma Task Force, Kelly G. 

  

 
Audio visual & Conference Call needs:  Erin McLaughlin  Erin.Mclaughlin@mha-nc.org (please provide one week’s notice) 

 
Edits to agendas, roster, or minutes: Johanna Chase at: jchase@dpi.state.nc.us 

 
REMINDER:    Work group meeting days/times  

Training and T/A:  2nd Friday each month 11 am to 1 pm @ MHA following NC Collaborative mtg. 
School-based Behavioral Health: 4th Friday each month 11 am to 1 pm @ MHA following NC Collaborative mtg. 
Healthy Youth Transition:  2nd Wednesday each month 2 pm to 4 pm @ AOC  
Assessment:   TBD    Cultural Competence:  TBD  
Evaluation:   TBD    Trauma Task Force  TBD      
Membership    TBD  

                                               www.nccollaborative.org 

mailto:emclaughlin@mha-nc.org
mailto:jchase@dpi.state.nc.us
http://www.nccollaborative.org/
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